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CITY OF STATESVILLE  
STORM WATER ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING 

September 21, 2017 
City Hall 2nd Floor Conference Room – 12:00 p.m. 

Statesville, North Carolina 
 
 

Members present:  Jim Lawton, Steve Knight, David Reese, Mary Katherine Harbin, Arthur 
Peacock, Daniel Pope, Phillip Myers 

 
Members Absent: Frederick Foster, Chad Lackey, Brian Long 
 
Council present: Mayor Costi Kutteh 
 
Staff present:    Derek Slocum, Nancy Davis, Brenda Fugett 
 
Others:  Doug Jewell – Jewell Engineering Consultants 
 
 
Mayor Kutteh thanked the members for serving on the Commission and presented each with a 
small gift of appreciation from City Council. 
 
Derek Slocum called the meeting to order. 
 
Slocum stated the City does not maintain any infrastructure, in this case, stormwater, outside of 
the right-of-way. He said that there was a time when the policy stated that the property owner 
could pay for the materials and the City Street Division would install pipe across their front yard, 
which at times was outside of the right-of-way. This was done for a time then it got to the point it 
became unclear whose responsibility it was to maintain the pipe, mow the grass, reseed, etc. 
The City then approved an ordinance that it would no longer perform any maintenance outside 
of the right-of-way. Slocum recalled that during the field trip, members had been shown “tail 
ditches” where the end of the pipe, at the right-of-way, which the City cannot maintain private 
property now, the pipe outlet is plugged, damaged or in some cases not even visible and so 
basically that City infrastructure is not operating or functioning effectively. In their research over 
the last year, he and Doug have looked at 20-30 of these and believe that there are hundreds in 
the City. The policy does have limitations and maintenance in these situations would improve 
the functioning of the storm drain system city wide. 
 
Slocum said he, David Reese and Doug Jewell have prepared a presentation for the 
Commission and hope to have a group discussion that will aid in modifying the city’s policy. 
Reese said he was in Davidson yesterday and their policy states that if a property has public 
water in it, then it is the city’s responsibility to maintain the system. Slocum stated that this is a 
very broad policy. Jewell said that most of Mecklenburg County has taken this view and most 
large cities such as Wilmington, Greensboro and Raleigh have adopted this approach. This 
approach will work if there are specific limitations and requirements associated with it so that it 
does not get out of hand. If proper restrictions and controls are put in place, both financially as 
well as effectually, such as who can do it and the circumstances that it can be done, then it 
becomes a manageable component of a stormwater system. For Statesville the best approach 
to start with may be to go with a piece wise/building block approach. 
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Doug Jewell said part of the process when an issue arises is to ask if it benefits the public to fix 
it or do something about and also there must be budgetary limitations so it does not become an 
open ended project. The safety hazard issues would be funded from an emergency fund. 
 
Slocum and Reese reviewed the Stormwater Management Plan Case Study presentation and 
discussed several different types of issues. Points to consider when working off the ROW are: 
 
 1. Restrictions of qualifications based on water-shed size 
 2. Impact to overall hydrology and water quality 
 3. Ability to acquire the easement 
 4. Funding and construction cost restrictions 
 5. Shared cost considerations 
 6. Cost of “doing nothing” 
    - Liability 
    - Loss of additional infrastructure 
    - Flooding damage 
    - Safety 
 7. Political implications 
 8. Zoning, development, other concerns 
 
Jewell stated that there have been lawsuits against city’s that collect stormwater fees and then 
are not maintaining and managing stormwater issues. 
 
Slocum said that as the Commission is developing this ordinance, it needs to be clear about 
what it is going to address and what it is not going to address. Reese said that information and 
education for the public is key to the success of the program. Slocum said in a conversation with 
Harbin she had pointed out that the first project should be very visible to the public. 
 
What to take from today’s stormwater right-of-way discussion: 
 

1. The city’s current policy of not allowing maintenance outside the right-of-way 
creates maintenance limitations. 

 
2. Tail-Ditch maintenance is simple but important and can be accomplished with city 

forces as long as equipment and personnel are available. 
 
3. Access to stormwater pipes is critical for maintenance and repairs. 
 
4. It is important to require good records (as-built/record drawings) of pipe size, 

materials used and installation dates. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 


